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CHAPTER 4 « SYNTHESIZING SOURCES

ic Sentence #3
raisee a
unterargument.

The last two
sentences
refute the

uhterarguient.

writer returns to
5 of her sources
» etrphaslze the
impertance of
choice in
Hunhity eervice
activities.

Culminating Conversation

reported an article in the University of Wisconsin-Madison News.
High schoals should not support this distorted mind-set by explicitly|
requiring public service; rather, they should allow authentic enthusiasm
and encourage service projects of the students’ own choosing.

Proponents of mandatory service learning programs may
argue that whether a student chooses it for himself or not, the spirit
of sexvice is important to learn and to teach. The Dalton School, a
small private high school, phrases it hopefully in the mission
statement, which speaks of “empowering” students and “situating
our moral center.” It continues on to argue (rather ominously) that
“we must engage in community service because . . . we need our
communities to survive.” The strong goals stated in this arqument
are certainly attractive, but their loftiness seems far removed from:|
[what a student might practically aim to achieve. In this regard,
the Dalton School’s teaching goals are admirable but impractical
because they seem to forget the individual student. And as Prueter’s
case demonstrates, individual interest and personal investment are
|_es.sential for service experiences to truly last.

On both sides of the debate, we should agree that the
ultimate goal of “service learning” is precisely that — teaching an
[experience that will last. Even the Dalton School admits to the
reality of school as a stop along the way to what happens when
“an individual goes out in the world.” The issue thus concerns not
just how to get students started volunteering, but how to maintain
that desire to serve. At thirieen, John Prueter already knows that
“his dream job . . . is working where he volunteers now.” His story,
along with the data supporting “free choice” in service projects,
proves that the surest way to have students volunteer in the future
is to allow them experiences thaf are personally valuable. Those

experiences will come 1ot from any heavy-handed school requirement,
but from support and, most important, the freedom of choice.

The Dumbest Generatlon?

Students today live and learn in a world with vastly more complex technology than
that of previous generations. Many people see this new technology as a way to
expand and distribute knowledge. They call it the information age. Others lament

" thesis, Note that

Second source
supporting the
topic sentahce, Th b
writer integratgs -3
quotations into h
owh sentences,

The apening clause is
a concesslon to iy
counterargument. 3

The conclusion
openhs with
cohmon ground, 3

The concluding
paragraph answers)
the "so what?” 3
question. The write
goes beyond s|mpl
repetition of the B

the writer returns t
the terminology
“service learning
from the opening
paragraph.



